Research in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and related areas like Information Systems (IS) has progressed more or less independently over the years, sometimes with considerable success in technology development.
Several advances in computational technology are starting to impact the design and development of computer-based systems -distributed processing, object-oriented design, hyperknowledge, active DSS, concurrent processing, visualization techniques, standardized interfaces, etc. just to name a few. Thus, there are both modeling techniques that govern the design of intelligent systems, and there are several choices of computational models that can be used to implement systems architectures.
Hyperknowledge is an extension of the idea of hypertext and is a technology developed to allow users to work with systems of interactive concepts, which are designed to form a support environment for planning, problem solving and decision making. This environment can be designed to be both context-and user sensitive in the sense that the interaction of concepts can be adaptive to critical elements of the environment or to user needs.
Active DSS is a research program in the European ESPRIT IV framework program, in which fuzzy logic, groupware and hyperknowledge will be integrated to form a platform for a new generation of DSS software. Fuzzy logic allows for imprecision and vagueness in modeling and in building inference schemes, which will make intelligent systems constructs more useful for use in environments with incomplete information. Croup support systems with various technology platforms are gaining more and more support among users in management, and an integration with fuzzy logic and hyperknowledge will provide an environment for cooperative planning, problem solving and decision making among people who are same place/same time or same place/different time or different place/same time &r different place/different time.
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Bryn Mawr College Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 kumard@cc.brynmawr.edu It is the focus of this track that these aspects be explicitly explored in order to identify emerging paradigms underlying the design and development of intelligent systems of the future. In this, the third year, of this minitrack, we continue our goal of bringing together researchers that work at the cross-roads of these issuesthose involved with the design and development of integrated intelligent systems architectures; and those developing or applying new computational technologies for computer systems of the future. This focus is reflected in the selection of papers for the minitrack. The presentation of papers -in two sessions -will be followed by a panel discussion on the emerging paradigm for an active DSS, which we believe will be the basis for a renaissance of DSS technology among senior decision makers. We will present an ESPRIT IV research program and explore the possibilities of the technology. We will also describe some work done in a number of companies with hyperknowledge and show the relevance of fuzzy logic as a basis for the active DSS technology.
